BOROUGH  OF  HARTLEPOOL. 


Annual 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1923, 

BY 

WM.  McKENDRICK,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


Ibartlepool : 

F.  W.  Mason,  Printer  and  Stationer,  High  Street. 


BOROUGH  OF  GARTLEPOOL. 


Annual  Report 

t 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  FIEALTFI, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1923, 

BY 

WM.  McKENDRICK,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


Ibartlepool : 

F.  W.  Mason,  Printer  and  Stationer,  High  Street. 


Statistical  Memoranda  ...  ...  ...  3 

Preface  . . ...  ...  . . . 4 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  ...  ...  7 

Notifiable  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  8 

Principal  Causes  of  Sickness  ...  ...  9 

Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics  for  1923  with  those 

of  (a)  Previous  years  ...  ...  10 

(6)  All  England  & Durham  County  ...  11 

Population  ...  ...  <...  ...  11 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  12 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...»  13 

Clinics,  Hospitals,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  14 

Laboratory  Work  ...  ...  ...  15 

Local  and  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-LaWs,  &c.,  in  force  ..  16 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  17 

Administration  of  Foods,  and  Drugs  Acts,  Milk 

Regulations,  &c.  ...  ...  17 

Sanitary  Administration  ...  ...  ...  20 

Public  Health  Staff  . ...  ...  22 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Appendix  A — Maternity  and  Child  Wefare  Centre  25 
B — Health  Visitor’s  Report  ...  26 


3 


Vital  Statistics. 


Area  of  Borough 

Census  population,  1921 

Estimated  population  (Registrar  General) 

Number  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 

Number  of  Deaths 
Death  Rate  (crude) 

Number  of  Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  ... 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
Number  of  Deaths  below  one  month 
Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 
Zymotic  Death  Rate 

Small-pox  „ 

Scarlet  Eever  „ 

Diphtheria 
Enteric  Eever 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

Influenza 

Acute  Respiratory  Death  Rate 
Tuberculosis — 

(a)  Pulmonary  „ 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary  „ 


924  acres 
20,997 
21,570 
569 

26.4  per  1000 

Inhabitants 

826  „ 

14.9  per  1000  „ 

62 

108  per  1000  births 

'25  ■ 

44.3 

0.9  per  1000 

population 
0 per  1000  ,, 

0.04 

0.04  „ 

0.09 

0.3 

0.08  „ 

14.0  per  1000  births 

0.13  per  1000 

population 

8.9  „ 

1.01 

0.6 


Borough  Buildings, 


Hartlepool, 

April,  1924. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 

of  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool 
during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1923.  This  is  the  first 
report  during  my  term  of  office. 

The  report  is  on  the  lines  recommended  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  the  intention  being  that  the  report  for  1923  like 
those  of  1&21  & 1922  should  be  short  and  more  of  a summary 
of  the  health  statistics  of  the  year  with  a full  survey  report 
every  five  years. 

The  statistics  for  the  year  are  much  the  same  as  last 
year.  The  birth  rate  is  slightly  lower.  The  death  rate  is  the 
same  and  the  infantile  mortality  slighty  higher.  A strong 
effort  must  be  made  to  reduce  the  infantile  mortality  which  is 
still  much  above  that  of  the  rest  of  the  country.  The  average 
attendance  of  mothers  and  infants  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
has  fallen  considerably.  This  is  entirely  due  to  prolonged 
absence  of  a Medical  Officer.  Since  the  position,  rendered 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  my  predecessor  Dr.  Jubb,  was 
filled  there  has  been  a welcome  revival  in  the  attendance  which 
has  recently  averaged  40  attendances  per  session.  This 
compares  favourably  with  the  average  for  the  year  of  20  per 
per  session.  The  premises,  however,  are  inadequate  and  the 
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Health  Committee,  alive  to  the  need,  are  considering  the 
provision  of  new  ones.  I hope  to  report  next  year  that  larger 
and  better  accommodation  has  been  found. 

The  provision  of  new  houses  under  the  housing  scheme 
has  progressed  steadily  during  the  year.  The  Cleveland  Street 
Area  Scheme  was  completed  and  Robsqn’s  Buildings  are  in 
process  of  demolition. 

A feature  of  the  year  has  been,  the  opening  of  the 
improvements  on  the  town  moor,  bowling,  tennis,  &c.,  and  of 
the  bathing  pool.  It  is  hoped  that  these  will  be  utilised  by  the 
inhabitants  to  the  fullest  possible  extent.  The  extreme  shortage 
of  Recreation  grounds  within  reasonable  distance  of  the  town 
and  the  unsuitability  of  the  shore  for  bathing  purposes  have  in 
the  past  been  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  health  of  the  town  continues  to  be  menaced  by 
poverty.  Owing  to  the  worry  and  privations  due  to  unemploy- 
ment many  mothers  have  been  unable  to  feed  and  clothe  their 
children— in  most  instances  due  to  no  fault  of  their  own  The 
effect  is  cumulative  : one  year  of  dull  trade  is  bad  but  the 
continuance  of  the  trade  depression  into  the  4th  year  is  bound 
to  have  dire  effects  on  the  rising  generation.  Fortunately 
vigorous  efforts  have  been  made  to  mitigate  the  effects  of 
poverty.  Dried  Milk  is  supplied  to  infants  and  to  nursing 
mothers  at  cost  price  where  such  mothers  can  pay  ; those 
unable  to  pay  are  supplied  free  (owing  to  a grant  from  the 
council).  The  guardians  also  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical 
Officer  supply  milk  or  foods  to  persons  whose  health  is 
threatened.  Free  Meals  are  provided  for  school  children  by 
the  Education  Authority.  Boots  and  Clothes  were  during  the 
year  distributed  to  necessitous  children  from  the  Funds  raised 
by  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  and  by  the  School  Teachers. 
These  efforts  have  in  large  part  been  effective,  and,  up  to  the 
present,  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  have  not  been  seriously 
effected.  The  tuberculosis  death  rate  and  notifications  however 
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are  tending  to  increase.  This  may  be  the  first  sign  of  the 
undermining  effect  of  poverty  on  the  health  of  the  people. 

In  conclusion,  I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  under 
whom  I have  served,  firstly  Councillor  B.  H.  Davison,  J.P., 
and  later  Councillor  J.  Sample,  and  to  the  members  for  their 
consistent  kindness  and  consideration  to  me  since  I assumed 
office  on  6th  July.  I liave  also  to  thank  my  staff  and  the 
various  Borough  Officials  for  their  ready  help  and  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant,  % 

WILLIAM  McKENDEICK. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report  1923 


1 General  Statistics. 


(i.)  Area  (acres)...  ...  ...  ...  924 

(ii.)  Population — 

(a)  1921  Census  ...  ...  ...  20,997 

( b ) 1923  Registrar-General’s  Estimate  ...  21,570 

(iii.)  Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  3,879 

(iv.)  Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  4,498 

(v.)  Rateable  Value  ...  ..  ...  £88,821 

(vi.)  Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — 

(a)  Borough  Fund  (gross)  ...  £369  - 1 - 4 

(b)  General  District  Fund  (gross)  £341  -2-0 


2.— Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year 


(i.)  Births — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

(a)  Legitimate 

547 

270 

277 

(b)  Illegitimate 

22 

8 

14 

(c)  Total 

569 

278 

291 

***  Birth  Rate: 

=26.4  per  1000  of  population. 

(ii.)  Deaths — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

326 

172 

154 

**#  Death  Rate=14.9  per  1000  of  population. 


(iii.)  Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 
childbirth — 

(a)  From  Sepsis  ...  0 

(b)  From  Other  Causes  2 


(iv.)  Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  — 

Total  Male  Female 

(a)  Legitimate  54  32  22 

(b)  Illegitimate  8 3 5 


.%  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births  — 

(а)  Legitimate  ...  99.8 

(б)  Illegitimate  ...  364 


8 


(v.)  Deaths  from— 

(a)  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  2 

(c)  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  8 


(vi.)  Notifiable  Diseases  during*  the  year. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small-pox 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

6 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever... 

31 

24 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

6 

1 

0 

Pneumonia  ... 

8 

0 

41* 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Chicken-pox  (since  November) 

11 

0 

0 

* All  forms  of  Pneumonia. 


Analysis  of  Infectious  Disease  Cases  & Deaths. 
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Tuberculosis. 


Age  Period 

New  Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1—4 

0 

0 

6 

4 

0 

0 

3 

2 

5—9 

0 

1 

1 

4 

0 

2 

0 

1 

10—14 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

15—19 

4 

0 

1 

2 

3 ‘ 

0 

0 

0 

20—24 

4 

4 

0 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

25—34 

1 

4 

2 

0 

4 

2 

0 

1 

35—44 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

45—54 

4 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55—64 

1 

0 

0 

c 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Over  65 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . . 

16 

12 

14 

14 

13 

9 

8 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Notified 

Treated 

Vision 

Vision 

Total 

Deaths 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

Unimpared 

Impared 

Blindness 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 — Causes  of  Sickness  in  the  Town 
during*  1923. 

The  year  has  brought  a marked  increase  in  the  incidence 
of  infectious  diseases  in  the  town.  There  were  31  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  in  the  town  as  against  10  in  1922.  These  cases 
occurred  in  minor  epidemics  at  various  times  during  the  year. 
The  cause  of  these  epidemics  were  “ missed  ” cases.  Owing  to 
the  prevailing  unemployment,  parents  delay  to  seek  medical 
advice  ; consequently  many  of  the  cases  were  already  “peeling” 
before  being  notified.  These  cases  were  directly  responsible 
for  the  increased  incidence  as  they  carried  the  infection  to 
others  before  being  found. 


10 


During  the  early  months  of  the  year  there  was  the  usual 
epidemic  of  bronchitis  which  affected  especially  infants.  This 
disease  was  mainly  responsible  for  the  enormous  infantile 
mortality  which  was  312  per  1000  in  January  and  281  in 
February. 

In  June  there  was  an  extensive  epidemic  of  measles 
when  on  the  advice  of  two  medical  practitioners,  as  there  was 
not  at  this  time  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  Borough, 
the  Health  Committee  ordered  the  closure  of  the  Infant 
Departments  of  four  schools  in  Hartlepool. 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  accounted  for  8 deaths  in  children 
under  two  years  of  age  during  1923.  In  1922  there  were  two 
such  deaths.  It  is  noteworthy  that  a large  proportion  of  those 
deaths  occurred  in  children  over  one  year. 

During  the  year  Small-pox  has  been  rife  over  England. 
Fortunately  Hartlepool  escaped  without  any  case. 

Chicken-pox  was  made  notifiable  during  the  last  two 
months  and  during  that  period  eleven  cases  were  notified. 


5 — Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics  of 
recent  years 


1910-14 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Births 

650 

545 

587 

730 

683 

626 

569 

Birth  Bate. . 

30.1 

26.6 

28.8 

35.9 

32 

29.1 

26  4 

Deaths 

380 

504 

357 

327 

348 

320 

326 

Death  Kate 

19.6 

27.6 

18.2 

16.0 

16.3 

14.9 

14.9 

Deaths  under  1 year 

91 

90 

78 

87 

81 

65 

62 

Infant  Mortality  Kate  . . 

140  5 

165 

132 

119 

118 

103 

108 

Zymotic  Death  Kate 

1 7 

2.9 

0.5 

0.93 

0 61 

0.28 

0.9 

Phthisis  ,,  ,, 

1.0 

3.3 

1.4 

0.83 

1.1 

0 83 

1.0 

Influenza  ,,  ,, 

— 

5 0 

1.9 

0.78 

0 4 

0.37 

0.13 

Acute  Respiratory  Death 
Rate 

3.0 

5 0 

4.1 

4.3 

3 9 

3.6 

3.8 

Estimated  Population  . . 

21,072 

18,259 

19,548 

20,327 

21,300 

21,470  21,570 
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Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics  of  Hartlepool 
with  those  of  England  and  Wales  and  of 
Durham  County  for  1923. 


1.  Birth  Rate  .. 

2.  Death  Rate — 

(i.)  All  Causes 
(ii.)  Small-pox 
(iii.)  Enteric  Fever  ... 
(iv.)  Measles 
(v.)  Scarlet  Fever 
(vi.)  Whooping  Cough 
(vii.)  Diphtheria 
(viii.)  Influenza 
fix.)  Acute  Respiratory 
(x.)  Phthisis  . . 

3 Infantile  Mortality 


England 
and  Wales. 

19.7 

Durham 

County. 

25.54 

Hartlepool. 

26.4 

11.6 

11.53 

14.9 

0 

0 

0 

0.01 

0.01 

0.09 

0.14 

0.44 

0.30 

0.03 

0.04 

0.04 

0.10 

0.23 

0.08 

0.07 

0.06 

0.04 

0.22 

0.14 

0.13 

2.3* 

2.02 

3.9 

1.12* 

0.85 

1.01 

69 

85 

108 

1922  Returns. 


Population 

In  1901  the  census  return  gave  Hartlepool  a population 
of  22,723  persons.  By  1911  this  had  fallen  to  20,615.  Since 
then,  however,  there  has  been  a steady  increase  and  by  1921 
the  census  return  had  risen  to  20,997.  The  Registrar- General 
estimates  the  population  at  mid-year  1923  as  21,570.  This 
figure  is  obtained  by  crediting  Hartlepool  with  such  citizens  as 
were  resident  in  other  areas  on  census  night  and  by  making 
allowance  for  natural  increase  of  population,  e.g.,  excess  of 
births  over  deaths,  immigrants  over  emigrants,  etc.  The 
estimated  increase  during  1923  was  100  persons. 

Of  the  1921  census  10,676  were  male  and  10,821  were 
female.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  is  a majority  of  males 
in  the  Borough.  During  the  decade  1911  to  1921  the  births 
exceeded  the  deaths  by  2,382  while  emigration  exceeded 
immigration  by  2,000  persons. 


Births 
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The  birth  rate  in  Hartlepool  has  always  been  high  so 
that  although  there  has  been  a considerable  decline  during  the 
past  four  years,  the  rate  is  still  much  above  that  of  all  England 
and  Wales  and  slightly  higher  than  that  of  Durham  County. 
The  Hartlepool  birth  rate  is  now  below  the  pre-war  rate.  Of 
the  569  births,  278  were  male  and  291  female.  There  were  6 
still  births. 

Deaths. 

There  has  been  a marked  fall  in  the  death  rate  of  the 
Borough  during  the  past  decade  but  the  rate  is  still  very  high 
being  14.9  per  1000  which  represents  326  deaths.  82  (or  25%) 
of  these  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age  ; 62  in  children 
under  1 year  (25  being  under  1 month) ; 45  in  children  under 
5 years  but  over  1 year.  Thus  33%  of  the  deaths  occured  in 
children  under  5 years  and  42%  in  persons  between  5 and 
65  years. 

There  were  172  deaths  of  male  individuals  and  154  of 
females. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  infantile  mortality  has  failed  to  continue  the  steady 
decline  shown  in  recent  years.  There  is  an  increase  but  when 
considered  along  with  the  fall  in  the  birth  rate  the  actual 
increase  is  of  little  account.  A death  rate  of  108  per  thousand 
is  most  disquieting.  As  usual  a large  number  of  the  62 
deaths  occurred  during  the  first  two  months  of  the  year. 
During  those  two  months  28  deaths  of  infants  occurred  (i.e. 
46%  of  the  total  infantile  mortality).  The  great  majority  of 
those  children  died  of  bronchitis  and  broncho-pneumonia. 
One  cannot  avoid  associating  the  continued  high  death  rate 
amongst  infants  with  the  prevailing  poverty  and  vile  housing 
conditions.  The  prolonged  industrial  depression  has  led  to  a 
profound  mental  depression  amongst  the  poorer  classes  and 
with  this  there  has  developed  a repulsive  callousness.  The 
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infantile  mortality  compares  very  badly  with  that  of  All 
England — 69  per  1000,  and  Durham  County — 85. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  increased  from  26  in  1922 
to  35  in  1923.  Of  these  35  there  were  22  deaths  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  (13  males  and  9 females)  giving  a 
mortality  rate  of  1.01  per  thousand  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
There  were  18  deaths  from  other  tubercular  diseases  (8  male 
and  5 female)  giving  a mortality  rate  of  0.6  per  1000. 
Notification  is  thoroughly  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Practi- 
tioners in  the  Borough.  Unfortunately  they  have  not  been 
consulted  in  several  cases  till  the  patient  had  become  moribund 
and  as  a consequence  the  notification  has  preceded  the  death 
by  a few  hours.  At  present  the  inhabitants  do  not  or  perhaps 
will  not  recognise  that  the  discovery  of  an  existing  tubercular 
lesion  is  desirable.  They  prefer  to  “ hope  that  there  is  nothing 
the  matter  ” instead  of  seeking  to  “ mak  siccar.”  This  is 
easily  done  by  visiting  the  tuberculosis  dispensary  at  Mill 
House,  Stranton,  West  Hartlepool,  where  they  will  receive 
kindly  consideration  and  careful  examination.  It  is  not 
sufficiently  recognised  that  tuberculosis  is  a curable  disease. 
There  has  been  an  increase  in  notifications  by  Medical 
Practitioners  during  the  year  from  42  in  1922  to  55  in  1923, 
but  to  this  must  be  added  15  discovered  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  giving  a total  number  of  tubercular  persons  made 
known  to  the  Health  Department  during  1923  of  70. 

Respiratory  Diseases— excluding* 
Tuberculosis 

During  the  year  there  were  48  deaths  amongst  males 
and  35  deaths  amongst  females  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system.  These  figures  give  a total  of  83  deaths  or  a mortality 
rate  of  3.8  per  1000  as  against  3.6  per  1000  in  1922.  This  is 
high  compared  with  England  and  with  Durham  County. 
Respiratory  diseases  have  always  exacted  a heavy  toll  it  lives 
in  Hartlepool — especially  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Clinic  Situation  Provided  by  Nature  of  Provision 


Maternity  Baltic  Street,  Hartlepool  1.  Consultations  for  Infants 

and  Child  School,  Corporation  2.  „ Children  1-5. 

Welfare.  Hartlepool.  3.  „ Nursing  Mothers. 

4.  Antenatal  Consultations. 


School  Baltic  Street,  Hartlepool  (i.)  Treatment  of  Minor 
Clinic.  School,  Education  Ailments. 

Committee,  (ii.)  „ Defective 

Vision  (by  refraction). 

(iii.)  Inspection  of  Special 

Children. 


,,  Mill  House,  ditto.  Dental  Treatment  for  Children. 

West 

Hartlepool. 

Tuberculosis  ditto.  DurhamC.C.  Consultations  on  and  Treatment  of 

all  Tubercular  and  suspected 
persons. 


Veneral  ditto.  West  Consultations  and  Treatment. 

Diseases.  Hartlepool 

Corporation. 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council. 

1.  Tuberculosis — 

(a)  Pulmonary — Cases  are  sent  to  sanatoria  and  hospitals 

provided  by  the  County  Council. 

(b)  Surgical — Cases  are  treated  at  Hartlepools  Hospital. 

2.  Maternity — 

Difficult  and  complicated  cases  are  admitted  to 
Hartlepools  Hospital. 

3.  Children — 

Hartlepools  Hospital  receives  children  suffering  from 
injury  or  disease  (including  surgical  tuberculosis). 

4.  Fever — 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  provided  by  the 
Port  Sanitary  Authority  and  is  situated  within 
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the  Borough  on  the  sea  banks,  within  a mile  of 
the  centre  of  the  town. 

5.  Small-pox — 

Such  cases  are  sent  to  Stockton  Small -pox  Hospital 
by  arrangement  with  Stockton  Corporation. 

Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate  Infants 
and  Homeless  Children. 

Cases  falling  into  these  classes  are  admitted  into 
Howbeck  Hospital  (Poor  Law). 

Ambulance  Facilities — 

A Van  is  kept  at  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital  for  the 
removal  of  infectious  cases.  A horse  is  hired  from  a local  cab 
establishment  when  required. 

For  accidents,  &c.,  a two-wheeled  litter  is  maintained  at 
the  police  station,  and  two  motor  hiring  firms  have  each  an 
ambulance  which  can  be  obtained  at  a fee  for  non-infectious 
cases. 

Laboratory  Vork. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are,  by  arrangement  with 
Durham  County  Council,  carried  out  at  Armstrong  College  of 
Medicine,  Newcastle — the  following  being  the  results  for  1923. 


Positive. 

Negative 

Total 

Diphtheria  Swabs  ... 

0 

1 

1 

Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ... 

6 

7 

13 

Widal  re-action  for  Typhoid,  &c. 

1 

0 

1 

15 

Diphtheritic  Antitoxins  is  now  kept  in  stock  for  the  use 
of  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  Borough  who  may  obtain  it  in 
cases  of  emergency  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  at 
night  from  the  police 
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List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye  laws  and  Local  Regulations 
relating  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  in  force  in  the 
Distriot. 

Local  Acts- — Borough  Extension  Acts,  1883-1897. 


Adoptive  Acts— 

Baths  & Washouses  Acts,  1846  to  1897. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  1890. 

Notification  of  Births  Act  1907. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act  8190,  * 

Parts  I.,  II.  & III. 

Health  Resorts  & Watering  Places  Act  1921. 

The  following  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amend- 
ment Act  1907  are  in  force  in  the  Borough. 

Part  I. 

Part  II.  (Streets  & Buildings). 

Part  III.  (Sanitary  Provisions). 

Part  IY.  (Infectious  Diseases). 

Sections  52  to  60.  62  to  66  & 68. 

Part  Y.  (Common  Lodging  Houses). 

Part  VI.  (Police). 

Part  VII.  (Sect.  79  to  86). 

Part  VIII.  (Fire  Brigade). 

Part  IX. 

Part  X.  (Miscellaneous). 


Bye-Laws.  (With  dates  of  adoption). 

(i.)  As  to  nuisances  from  snow,  filth,  dust,  ashes  and  for 
the  prevention  of  the  keeping  of  animals  on  any 

premises  so  as  to  be  injurious  to  health, 

5th  Sept.,  1892. 

(ii.)  As  to  Common  Lodging-houses  5th  Sept.,  1892. 
(iii.)  Management  of  Mortuary  5th  May,  1910. 

(iv.)  As  to  Slaughter-houses  5th  Aug.,  1910. 

(v.)  As  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings  6th  Jan.,  1893. 

(iv.)  As  to  clearing  Footpaths  and 
Pavements 


Regulations  in  respect  of  Dairies,  Cow 
Sheds  and  Milk  Shops 


5th  Sept.,  1892. 
4th  July,  1906. 
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Water  Supply. 

One  sample  was  taken  from  the  Town  supply.  It  was 
reported  to  be  of  good  and  wholesome  quality  for  drinking 
purposes. 

Two  samples  were  taken  from  the  Town  supply  at  the 
New  Cemetery  Lodge.  So  far  as  its  Chemical  Composition  is 
concerned  the  water  was  reported  to  be  of  a high  degree  of 
purity,  but  it  contained  a quantity  of  Hydrated  Ferric  Oxide. 

The  matter  is  receiving  attention. 


Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Samples  taken. 


Milk 

Preserved  Cream 
Condensed  Milk 
Butter 

Margarine 

Lard 

Cheese 

Cocoa 

Tea 

Rice 

Ground  Almonds 
Canned  Tomatoes 
Egg  Substitute 
Baking  Powder 
Pepper 
Malt  Vinegar 
Camphorated  Oil 
Cream  of  Tartar 
Tartaric  Acid 
Ground  Ginger 

Totals 


Formal.  Informal. 

32 

2 

1 

10 

5 

4 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

0 1 

3 

3 3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

65  16 


Total. 

QO  8 Below 

Standard 

2 Boric  Acid 

in  each 

1 

10  2 Contained 

Boric  Acid 

5 5 Contained 

Boric  Acid 

4 

See  Notes  Below 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

6 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 


81 
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Bight  samples  of  Milk  were  reported  as  below  standard 
being  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids,  one  to  an  extent  indicating 
5%,  one  3.40%  and  one  2.70%  of  added  water,  none  of  these 
were  deficient  in  fat. 

Two  of  the  farmers  supplying  the  milk  came  before  the 
Committee  and  discussed  the  matter.  It  was  decided  to  take 
no  further  action,  but  they  were  definately  warned  as  to  any 
future  cases  that  might  be  reported. 

The  other  dealers  were  cautioned. 

All  the  samples  of  Milk  were  reported  free  from  preser- 
vatives and  dirt. 

The  two  samples  of  Preserved  Cream  contained  Boric 
Acid,  but  the  amount  was  not  in  excess  of  the  declaration  on 
the  labels.  The  quantity  of  fat  in  one  case  was  57.82%  and  in 
the  other  49%. 

Two  samples  of  Butter  contained  Boric  Acid,  one  2.66, 
the  other  6.90  grains  per  lb.  Five  samples  of  Margarine 
contained  Boric  Acid  in  amounts  varying  from  3.40  to  16.30 
grains  per  lb 

Milk  Licences. 

Two  Milk  Dealers  have  been  removed  from  the  register 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922.  Five 
retail  licences  have  been  granted,  one  application  was  refused. 

No  licences  have  been  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  1923. 

The  Condensed  Milk  regulations  have  come  into 
operation.  The  Dried  Milk  Regulations  will  come  into 
operation  in  May,  so  that  we  shall  be  able  to  deal  with  fresh 
milk  and  condensed  and  dried  milk. 

Food  Supply. 

The  premises  where  food  is  sold  or  prepared  for  sale  are 
visited  from  time  to  time. 
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The  Fish  Quay  has  been  kept  in  good  order  and  the  fish 
landed  has  been  of  good  quality. 

The  quantity  of  fish  landed  was— White  Fish  6,724  tons, 
Herring  2,648  tons. 

For  a considerable  time  the  fish  refuse  has  been  sent  to 
sea  by  the  L.N.E.R.  Coy.,  but  at  present  all  refuse  from  the 
quay  and  fish  curing  premises  is  collected  in  suitable  barrels 
and  sent  by  rail  to  a manure  factory  so  that  it  has  become  a 
valuable  article  of  trade.  Complaints  were  received  as  to 
nuisances  caused  by  the  conveyance  of  fish  refuse  through  the 
streets,  and  one  dealer  was  fined  10/-  for  causing  a nuisance  in 
Northgate.  The  various  curers  were  written  to,  and  there  has 
since  been  considerable  improvement. 

Unsound  Food  Destroyed. 

Imported  Meat  129  lbs.,  Corned  Beef  5 tins,  Smoked 
Fish  70  lbs.,  Black  Jacks  150  stone,  Imported  Salmon  5, 
Condensed  Milk  17  tins. 

There  are  30  Butchers  Premises  in  the  Borough,  17  are 
used  for  the  sale  of  meat  only.  7 are  registered  slaughter 
houses,  and  6 have  an  annual  licence. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  reduce  the  number  of 
slaughter  houses,  and  10  have  been  closed  since  1914. 

The  question  of  a Public  Abbattoir  is  under  consideration. 
This  is  a necessary  improvement  as  animals  in  many  cases  are 
at  present  slaughtered  and  dressed  in  the  public  sale-place. 

There  are  23  Purveyors  of  Milk,  31  Caterers,  9 Fish 
Curing  Premises  and  21  Fried  Fish  Shops  in  the  Borough. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  including  Tuberculosis 
are  visited,  and  a report  made  on  each  case.  24  cases  of 


20 


Scarlet  Fever,  8 of  Diphtheria,  l of  Enteric  Fever,  1 of 
Erysipelas  and  1 of  Enceph.  Lethargica  were  removed  to  the 
Port  Sanitary  Hospital.  40  rooms  were  disinfected,  also  8 
books  from  the  Public  Library,  1 book  was  destroyed.  On 
April  23rd  a Small  Pox  Contact  was  notified  from  Glasgow. 
He  was  an  Engineer  on  holiday.  He  was  kept  under  super- 
vision and  before  returning  to  Glasgow  was  certified  to  be  in 
good  health. 


Factory  and  Workshops  Acts 

Workshops  are  visited  from  time  to  time.  There  are  48 
workshops  on  the  register.  3 Notices  from  H.M.  Inspector 
have  received  attention. 


Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

There  are  15  places  with  a music  licence,  two  of  these 
have  a cinema  licence,  and  one  a licence  for  stage  plays.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Palladium  and  the  Town  Hall,  the 
buildings  are  only  used  occasionally.  Attention  is  given  to 
cleanliness,  ventilation,  <fcc.  Any  defects  or  nuisances  found 
are  notified  and  put  in  order. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  4 registered  houses.  There  were  4 applications 
for  registration,  one  was  granted  and  three  refused.  None  of 
the  houses  are  modern,  but  have  been  fitted  with  the  necessary 
conveniences  and  supply  the  needs  of  a class  of  men  who  find 
such  places  suitable  for  their  way  of  life. 

Complaints  were  received  with  regard  to  one  house,  but 
it  has  been  put  in  order. 
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The  necessary  notices  are  served  at  the  usual  time  for 
cleaning  and  lime-washing,  &c.,  and  defects  noted  are  attended 
to. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE 

Nuisances  abated 
after 

TOTAL 

Informal 

Notice 

Formal 

Notice 

New  W.C.’s  fixed 

2 

2 

Nuisance  from  defective  W.C.’s 

62 

7 

69 

„ „ drains,  taps,  &c. 

46 

46 

„ „ yard  pavements,  &c. 

14 

3 

17 

„ „ roofs,  gutters,  &c.  . 

78 

19 

97 

„ foul  conditions 

20 

20 

„ „ deposits  of  refuse  ... 

2 

2 

„ „ defective  water  supply 

15 

15 

>.  1 1 fittings 

17 

1 

18 

„ ,,  structural  defects  ... 

74 

18 

92 

„ at  workshops 

30 

30 

„ at  common  lodging  houses... 

8 

8 

,,  at  slaughter  houses 

10 

10 

Other  Nuisances 

7 

7 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  town  supply  . . . 

3 

Samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 

... 

81 

Patients  removed  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital 

30 

Rooms  disinfected 

40 

Books  disinfected  ...  - ... 

,lt 

8 
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8 — Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  ) 1.  GEORGE  JUBB,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
Health  and  School  > (Till  April). 

Medical  Officer  ) 2.  WILLIAM  McKENDRICK,  M.D., 

(From  July).  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector ; Inspector 
under  Housing  Acts  ...  JOSEPH  CHARLTON,  A.R.S.I. 

Borough  Analyst  (part  time)  C.  J.  H.  STOCK,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 

Veterinary  Surgeon  (part  time)  B.  HOADLEY,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Health  Visitors,  School  ) (i.)  ALICE  HAYDEN,  M.R.S.I., 
Nurses  and  V Trained  Nurge. 

Tuberculosis  Nurses.  ) (ii).  M.  A.  FELLOWS  „ „ 


Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(b)  With  state  assistance  under  Housing  Acts,  1919 
and  1923 

(i.)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  30 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  0 

1.  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection — 

(i.)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  406 

(a)  1st  Inspections  256 

(b)  Re-inspections  150 

(ii.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910  — 

(iii.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  — 

(iv.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
heading) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  6 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  256 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sec.  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919. 

(i.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  0 

(ii.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  0 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  0 

(iii.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  0 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(i.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  25 

(ii.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  — 

(rt)  By  Owners  ...  ...  18 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  0 

C.  —Proceedings  under  sections  17  & 18  of 

Housing,  Town  Planning  &c.  Act,  1909  : — 

(i.)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 

view  to  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  0 

(ii.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  . . 0 

(iii.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered 
fit  ... 


0 
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(iv.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  9 

(v.)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  5 

Good  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year.  80 
houses  have  been  built  in  connection  with  the  Cleveland  Street 
and  Durham  Street  Area ; this  completes  the  number  of 
houses  required  under  the  scheme,  viz  121.  All  the  houses 
are  occupied. 

A house  with  3 flats,  each  flat  having  all  necessary 
conveniences,  has  been  completed  in  Brougham  Street,  and 
been  occupied  some  time.  These  premises  take  the  place  of  4 
old  insanitary  houses. 

A large  building  known  as  the  Coal  Exchange  is  being 
purchased.  It  will  be  altered  so  as  to  provide  accommodation 
for  8 tenants. 

Six  houses  are  built  in  West  View. 

Robsons  Buildings  forming  9 tenement  houses  were 
condemned  some  time  ago,  and  demolition  orders  were  made 
with  regard  to  them.  The  owners  appealed,  and  an  enquiry 
was  held.  The  appeals  were  dismissed,  and  the  premises  are 
now  in  course  of  demolition. 

Silver  Street,  Eisher  Row  & Croft  Terrace  Areas. 

An  Enquiry  was  held  on  the  20th  March,  1923 — with 
regard  to  these  houses,  and  an  Order  sanctioning  the  scheme 
has  been  received.  Under  this  scheme  dwellings  will  have  to 
be  provided  for  433  persons  of  the  working  classes. 


25 


Appendix  A. 


Notification  of  Births  Act. 

Live  Births — Total  Notified 
Not  Notified 
Notified  by  Midwives 
Still  Births  ... 


Maternity  <&  Child  Welfare. 

1.— INFANTS. 

New  Oases  150.  Old  Cases  41.  Total  191 
Total  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  851 

Centre  open  ...  ...  ...  49  times 

Daily  average  attendance  ...  ...  ...  17 

Infants  who  came  more  than  twice  (new  cases  only)  141 
Infants  referred  to  Hospital  ...  ...  10 

Distribution  of  Dried  Milk. 

(a)  Sold  at  reduced  price  ...  ...  ...2626 

(b)  Distributed  free  ...  ...  ...  708 

Total  ...  ...  ..3384 

2. — CHILDREN  OF  1—5  YEARS. 

New  Cases  55.  Old  Cases  15.  Total  70. 

Total  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  204 


Number  who  attended  oftener  than  twice  (new 
cases  only) 

Number  referred  to  Hospital,  &c. 


504 

14 

51 

6 


...  29 
...  8 
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Appendix  B- 

Health  Visitor’s  Report® 

Home  Visits  paid  in  connection  with — 


I. 

t}.  ,u  f 1st  Visits 

Blrfchs  i Ee-Visits 

...  593 

...  973 

II. 

Children  below  5 years  of  age  . 

...  128 

III. 

Expectant  Mothers... 

...  59 

IV. 

Tuberculosis  1 

( De-visits 

...  53 

...  830 

Attendances  at  Maternity  and  Infant  Centre  68 
Attendances  at  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  ...  47 

Sanitary  Defects  Deported  ...  40 
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